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Lepra is a non-governmental 
organisation (NGO), and has been 

working to find and assist people 
affected by leprosy since 1924.  

Since that time, Lepra has had two 
defining characteristics. Firstly, 
we are secular. A positive decision 
to favour no one and everyone. 
Secondly, we prioritise being 
evidence-led. 

Leprosy is a communicable disease, 
caused by bacterium, which affects 
the skin and peripheral nerves 

of people. It can result in severe 
disability, prejudice and even cause 
blindness. Leprosy and LF remain 
two of the least understood and most 
widely ignored diseases in the world. 
Millions of people are affected, with 
numbers continuing to rise. If left 
undiagnosed or untreated, leprosy 
and LF can cause life changing 
disabilities.

Leprosy can incubate in a human 
anywhere from 6 months to 20 
years. As a result, it is often difficult 
to diagnose the disease until it has 

already caused severe damage. 
Working in India and Bangladesh, we 
find, diagnose, treat and rehabilitate 
people with leprosy. Specialists 
diagnose leprosy using skin test 
patch anaesthesia, skin smears and 
non-invasive sensory investigation. 

We also work tirelessly to fight the 
prejudice and discrimination they 
face in their daily lives. 

Our vision is a world free from 
prejudice and disability due to 
leprosy.

A MESSAGE
FROM LEPRA’S
CHAIR AND CEO

Welcome to the Annual Review 
edition of Lepra News.

For all of us at Lepra, as for everyone, 
everywhere, 2021-2022 was another year 
dominated by COVID-19. Everything we did 

was framed by the constant backdrop of the 
pandemic, as we kept on pushing through its 
various waves and lockdowns. 

For Lepra, of course, that meant doing all we 
could to support people affected by leprosy and 
lymphatic filariasis (LF), and we pay tribute to the 
great work of our teams in India, Bangladesh and 
the UK. Their hard work ranged from providing 
Protective Personal Equipment (PPE), to ensuring 
access to COVID-19 testing and vaccinations, 
supplying oxygen cylinders, or providing food and 
financial aid for people affected by leprosy and LF.

Lepra is proud of our response to the pandemic, 
providing additional emergency support in addition 
to our core activity, whilst developing innovative 
new programmes. We are very aware however, that 
the impact of the pandemic will be felt for a long 
time to come.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates 
that there was a 41% reduction in new leprosy 
cases detected due to COVID-19 in 2020. Our own 
experience from India and Bangladesh suggests 
that this figure could be even higher.

This means that tens of thousands of new leprosy 
cases have not been diagnosed and treated 
because of the pandemic. That is tens of thousands 
of people who do not know for sure that they have 
leprosy. Tens of thousands of people at heightened 
risk of disability due to leprosy. Tens of thousands 
of reasons for Lepra to do all we can to accelerate 

progress in case detection, treatment and ongoing 
support.

We are now gaining momentum to meet the gaps 
and shortfalls caused by the pandemic. We are 
increasing referral centre services in rural India, 
that were previously scaled back due to lockdowns. 
In Bangladesh we are forming more self-support 
groups and federations of people affected by 
leprosy and LF, so they can advocate for full 
inclusion in society.

The breadth and scope of our work remains 
impressive, not just in response to COVID-19, 
the Annual Review also details some of our key 
projects and approaches, always done with 
emphasis and focus on the individuals, the people 
affected by leprosy and LF; and always ensuring 
that we understand their particular needs and 
tailor our support accordingly.

None of this is possible, of course, without the 
commitment of our staff, supporters and partners. 
We continue to be honoured and humbled by their 
(your!) belief and support for our work. Our thanks 
go out to everyone who is connected with our 
organisation.

We also pay tribute to our outgoing Chief 
Executive, Geoff Prescott, who left Lepra this year 
after five years of stalwart service, for which we are 
forever grateful.

To view a digital copy of our upcoming Annual 
Review, please visit: www.lepra.org.uk.

We continue to do all we can to strive for a world 
free from prejudice and disability caused by 
leprosy.

Suzanne McCarthy                                                          Jimmy Innes
Chair of the Trustees                                                       Chief Executive



A Warm 
Welcome!

Andy Ramsay joined 
Lepra in June as the new 
Senior Research and 

Technical Advisor on Leprosy 
and Lymphatic Filariasis 
Control.

Andy has an MSc in Clinical 
Parasitology from the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine and a PhD in Public 
Health from the University of 
Amsterdam. He has extensive 
experience of living in low and 
middle-income countries in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America 
and working in tropical/
infectious disease control 
programmes, biomedical and 
public health research, and 
epidemic response operations.    

He served as a senior 
scientist for 12 years in the 
UNICEF/UNDP/World Bank/
WHO Special Programme 
for Research and Training in 
Tropical Diseases (WHO/TDR) 
in Geneva, and has worked for 
both the London and Liverpool 
Schools of Tropical Medicine as 
well as the Oxford University/
Wellcome Trust Tropical 
Medicine Research Units in 
South East Asia.  

He is an Honorary Professor in 
Infection and Global Health at 
the University of St Andrews 
Medical School, Scotland, and 
Adjunct Professor in Tropical 
Disease Research at the WHO 
Collaborating Centre for 
Tropical Diseases, National 
Institute for Parasitic Diseases, 
China. 

The first showing will be in Edinburgh, 
at The Pavilion at Myreside on 20 
September. We will be holding two 
events; one from 4.00 to 6.00 pm, with 
the inspiring exhibition displaying the 
true face of leprosy, which seeks to 
break down the barriers of prejudice 
surrounding people affected by leprosy.

Please drop in for a cup of tea and piece 
of cake, we’d love to see you and to chat about the exhibition and 
answer questions you might have about Lepra’s work, supporting 
the most vulnerable members of society in India and Bangladesh. 

We will follow the afternoon event with a wine and canapés 
evening, again showing the exhibition from 7.00 to 9.00 pm.  You 
are welcome at either event with no need to pre-book but to 
register your interest or to find out more, please do get in touch, it 
would great to hear from you.

Then on 23 September, we will be travelling to Glasgow and Trades 
Hall from 7.00 to 10.00 pm for another showing of the exhibition, 
and more wine and canapés!  Again, this event is open to all but we 
are more restricted on numbers, so if this event is of interest, again, 
please contact us.  

We are in Ripon Cathedral on 29 November which coincides with 
Giving Tuesday.  We have been given special permission to show 
the New Faces of Leprosy photographic exhibition at this amazing 
location.  From 11.00 am until 4.00 pm, the cathedral will be open 
for you to come and join us for a chat and a viewing.  Refreshments 
will be provided throughout the day.  After a short break, we will 
begin an evening showing, between 6.00 to 9.00 pm. A great 
chance to see the exhibition in such a beautiful setting! 

If you would like to attend any of 
these events, please get in touch 
with Carolyne Morey: 
carolynem@lepra.org.uk

You are invited to our 
autumn tour of Tom 
Bradley’s photographic 
exhibition.

Upcoming events:
New Faces of Leprosy

3lepra.org.uk
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Today research still forms an important part of 
our work, carrying out both scientific and field 
research to further our knowledge of leprosy.

Despite leprosy being one of the world’s oldest 
known diseases, there is still much to learn about 
it. We still do not know exactly how leprosy is 
transmitted from person to person or why some 
people get it and others do not. There is still no 
vaccine for leprosy, although research continues.

Despite these huge gaps in knowledge, leprosy 
research remains chronically underfunded. As a 
neglected disease, Lepra and our partners work 
to foster relationships with other organisations 
and governments internationally to expand our 
expertise and strive towards a day where leprosy is 
a disease of little consequence. 

Our Blue Peter Public Health Research Centre 
(BPHRC) in Hyderabad, India, was established
following a highly successful campaign on the 
children’s TV programme Blue Peter, which raised
over £2.8 million in 1996. BPHRC was opened 
by Blue Peter presenter Stuart Miles following 
the appeal.  Stuart returned to the centre in 
2018, and as a result of his trip became a Lepra 
Ambassador, helping to launch our successful £1 
from you appeal and making numerous media 
appearances to raise awareness.

The BPHRC combines scientific expertise and 
state of the art research facilities with close 
contact and relationships with communities 
affected by diseases.

This direct contact with communities 
enables us to improve quality of care, 
and techniques for treating and 
managing disabilities.

We also research the impact 
of diseases on the economic 
and social well-being of those 

affected. This helps us to identify the wider needs 
of people and communities affected by leprosy 
and design projects to respond to community 
needs in the most appropriate and effective ways.

As Lepra approaches it’s centenary year in 2024, 
we are looking back with pride over the countless 
achievements and successes which have benefited 
this important cause over the years. With the 
International Leprosy Congress (ILC) taking place 
in Hyderabad in November this year, once again 
the spotlight falls on this widely acclaimed facility. 

To mark this important occasion, Lepra are 
partnering with the award winning gardener, Juliet 
Sargeant, to create and build a garden at BPHRC 
for people affected by leprosy. In 2016, Juliet won 
Gold at the Chelsea Flower Show and in 2022, 
designed Blue Peter’s Chelsea Garden, on the 
theme of ‘soil’. Highlighting the importance and 
fragility of soil, the garden forms an important 
message around sustainability and our impact on 
the environment.  Who better than Juliet to design 
the Blue Peter Health and Research Centre with a 
Blue Peter garden of its own. We couldn’t be more 
excited at Juliet’s support of this project.

With mental well-being a contributing factor 
for the welfare of those affected by leprosy, a  
specially designed garden at the BPHRC, to serve 
as a mindful space for people who will access 
services at the centre continues our commitment 
to the whole person approach.

With Juliet’s connection to Blue Peter and her own 
background in medicine (as a former doctor), there 
is a great synergy with Lepra’s work in India and 
Bangladesh, which makes her the perfect partner 
for this project.

The garden will formally be opened following the 
ILC conference in November. To follow this 

project as it develops, sign up for our 
monthly email update here: www.lepra.
org.uk. 

If you can’t join us for the opening 
in Hyderabad, we are planning to 
broadcast the event live on social 
media, we do hope you will join us!

To find out more about Juliet 
Sargeant and her work, please visit 

her website:

Lepra 2024
In Bloom
Lepra was founded as a research organisation and remains one of 
the world’s leading authorities on leprosy.

www.julietsargeant.com
www.sussexgardenschool.com
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Real Life

Stories

A voice which throughout our history, has 
shaped the very essence of the organisation. 
Through our work in affected communities, 

we actively seek to empower and amplify the 
opinions, views and wishes of people affected by 
leprosy. It is an intrinsic partnership led by the 
people who most deeply understand the impact of 
leprosy on people’s health and well-being.

Lepra is a member of a consortium of international 
non-governmental organisations, called the 
International Federation of Anti-Leprosy 
Associations (ILEP). Spanning more than 60 
countries and 1000 project locations worldwide, 
the group brings together an unparalleled level of 
expertise and experience.

In 2015, ILEP commissioned an Advisory Panel, a 
group of seven people with personal experience of 
leprosy. Meeting twice a year, their input and advice 
plays an important role in the development of 
strategy and decision making for the federation.

One such member is Rachna Kumari, who 
works with the Lepra Society in Bihar, India. 
Rachna holds an Advanced Diploma 
in Health Assistance and Nursing 
and is currently studying for 
a BA in Sociology. Her own 
experiences of leprosy drive 
her to help others with the 
disease, and her work to 
help reduce the effects of 
prejudice is inspirational. 

Rachna was married at 
18, and had two children 
with her first husband. 
She was 24 when she 
noticed darks spots 
appeared on her face. 
Realising she had 
leprosy, her husband 
and his family felt 
justified in forcing 
her out of her home. 
Although her parents 
came to the rescue it 
was thanks to Lepra 
that she received 
proper treatment 
for leprosy 
and started to 
recover. Lepra 
encouraged 
Rachna to 

become a community ambassador to inspire others 
affected by leprosy, and has sponsored her further 
education. She married again in 2018 and now lives 
happily with her husband and children. 

Rachna’s life purpose is to help other people with 
leprosy. She does this every day with patience 
and compassion, teaching people how to care for 
themselves through a set of practices. She is also a 
key member of the State Forum of leprosy affected 
people in Bihar through which she helps raise 
awareness in leprosy settlements and advocates for 
their rights to a life of dignity. This group recently 
won the highest disability pension in the country 
for people with leprosy-related disabilities and are 
now fighting for land rights so that people with 
leprosy are not unfairly evicted.

In 2014, Rachna was cast in Al Jazeera’s 
documentary on leprosy called ‘Ancient Enemy 
in their Lifelines’ series. She speaks on behalf 
of people affected by leprosy at a number of 
international events. These have included a 
meeting in China, organised by the World Health 
Organisation where she represented people 

affected by leprosy in India. She was plenary 
speaker at the NGO NTD Network 

(NNN) conference in Ethiopia in 
2018, key speaker at a leprosy 

side event during the Human 
Rights Council in Switzerland 
in 2019, and a participant in 
the Global Forum of People’s 
Organisations on Hansen’s 
disease in the Philippines in 
2019.

“My dream is for 
India and the world 
to be free from 

leprosy. Every time I 
come across someone 
affected by leprosy the 
first thing I tell them is 
not to feel ashamed of 
their condition and hold 
their heads high. There 

is no need to have 
fear.”

- Rachna

At the heart of Lepra’s vision, mission, values and objectives, 
exists an unquestionably powerful voice.

Rachna Kumari’s
Real Life Story



April and May 2021 saw 
government COVID-19 lockdowns 
in Bangladesh and many parts of 
India, with the continuation of the 
global pandemic into its second 
year. 

While core services were sustained 
in both countries, sporadic 

government controls led to inevitable 
disruption to service delivery, but also 
presented opportunities to develop new strategic 
partnerships and innovate new projects to help 
people affected by leprosy and LF, manage and 
recover from the social, emotional and economic 
pressures, exacerbated by the pandemic. 

Alongside the maintenance of our core services in 
both India and Bangladesh, our staff stepped up to 
meet the challenges of the pandemic by providing 
a range of support, from COVID-19 testing, personal 
protective equipment, nutritional support, cash 
assistance and, when they became available, 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 

In addition to the physical aid provided, Lepra 
staff, local NGO partners and community groups 
advocated directly with government to ensure 
people affected by leprosy and LF were not 
forgotten during this challenging period.

In India, we also worked with an organisation 
called Mission Oxygen, to supply 80 Oxygen 
Concentrators to 8 Government Hospitals across 
Andhra Pradesh and Telengana, 5 of which also 
accommodated a Lepra referral centre.

In Bangladesh an evaluation of the third, three 
year phase of the Proyash Health System, 
Strengthening Project, implemented together 
with The Leprosy Mission International and Effect 
Hope, highlighted the significant achievements of 
this intervention, notably in building the capacity 
of government health staff at all levels, national 
to local. Looking forward to a fourth and final 
phase, the suggestion is that focus be shifted to 
strengthening the voice of people affected by 
leprosy and LF and their demands for services and 
support, amplified through groups and federations 
of people affected by these two diseases. 

Research in India into the risk of disability after 
multi drug Therapy (MDT) treatment of leprosy, 
funded by the Robert Luff Foundation, was taken 
into a further phase and a new geographic area 
of study, after the initial findings suggested that 
disability can still occur many years after treatment 
and therefore long term patient follow up may be 
required.

With respect to Lepra’s outward facing advocacy 
work, the year saw engagement in the drafting of 
the WHO NTD 2021-2030 Roadmap and the new 
2021-2030 Global Leprosy Strategy.  Lepra also 
engaged with the International Federation of Anti 

Leprosy Associations (ILEP) 
on the Federation’s 2021-25 
Strategy. In all three cases 
we advocated, with some 

success, for a greater emphasis 
on Active Case Finding, for 

the early detection, before 
disability, of people who 

might have the disease 
and, in parallel, Health 
System Strengthening, 
to ensure that these 
people, when referred to 
a government or private 
health centre, receive an 
accurate diagnosis and 
quality, effective treatment 
for their condition. 

Lepra Programmes 
Overview



279 
people 

affected 
by leprosy 

received 
reconstructive surgery to 

restore the movement and 
appearance of their hands 

and feet, reducing prejudice 
and rebuilding their self-

esteem.

406,275
We reached 
406,275 people, 
providing 
diagnosis, 
treatment and 
holistic care. 

9,229

691

3,
32

1

We helped 9,229  
people with leprosy and 
LF access government 
grants and support.

2,
29

2 Together we 
diagnosed and 
provided services 
for 2,292 people 
with leprosy.

We diagnosed and provided 
services for 1,394 people 
with LF.

1,394

14
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85

We trained 14,885 front 
line community health 
workers, teachers and 
volunteers.

26,277
We issued 26,227 pairs of 
protective sandals

4,037 people took part in 
meetings to advocate for 
their rights.

33
,5

39 We trained 
33,539 people 
in self-care for 
their condition 
at home.

We supported 691 
self-support groups.

We provided 
3,321 mental 
health counselling 
sessions to 
support those 
suffering from 
anxiety and 
depression as 
a result of their 
condition. 

376,222
We reached a total of 
376,222 people in the 
community through 
health education, and 
events to raise awareness 
of leprosy and other 
neglected diseases.

We trained 10,373
government health staff.

10,373

4,037

163
We facilitated 
163 hydrocele 
operations.
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O
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9 1,719

1,719 people received 
food support.

We vaccinated 17,987 
people against 
COVID-19 and 
conducted 1,575 PCR 
tests.

17,987

Photo by Tom Bradley
Photo by Tom Bradley

Photo by Tom Bradley

COVID-19 initiatives 
for people affected 
by leprosy and LF.

279Photo by Tom Bradley

Lepra’s Impact
2021-2022

With your kindness and support, Lepra’s programmes 
in India and Bangladesh, have continued to reach 
thousands of the world’s forgotten people, despite 
the challenges of COVID-19. 



92p
Every 
pound is 
important 
We think very carefully about 
where we spend your money 
and what we commit your 
money to. 

For every pound of income from 
donations, funding and grants, 92p goes 
directly to supporting the world’s most 
vulnerable people. 
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The quarterly, open access and peer 
reviewed publication plays an important 
role in the understanding of the medical, 

physical and social aspects of leprosy. For nearly 
a century, Leprosy Review has underpinned 
Lepra’s innovative and evidence-led approach. 

We would like to share with our readers a brief 
history of the early days of Leprosy Review, which 
in its first two years was called ‘Leprosy Notes’. 

From the very first issue, Leprosy Review provided 
a comprehensive repository of the latest scientific 
research about leprosy, of how to share best 
practice and experiences from the field. It allowed 
researchers and medical professionals a way to 
find collaborations and share their findings. This 
was particularly important in the early days of the 
publication, serving as a vital source of information 
for the people on the front-line, working to find 
more effective treatments and helping control the 
disease overseas. 

Volume 2 features a brief section entitled ‘Leprosy 
and Marriage’ from Dr Mayer in Southern Nigeria.  
The editor at the time wondered if other parts of 
the globe had such problems.

“When a youth wishes to marry their 
daughter, the parents insist on examining 
his skin for the early signs of leprosy, after 
which he examines the girl’s skin to see 
that she also is free.” 

We can see how even during the 1920s, the 
Review played an important role in highlighting 
societal prejudices in the community, and helped 
set the tone for Sir Leonard Roger’s aim to end 
unnecessary compulsory isolation in leprosy 
communities.

In volume 6, Dr John Lowe wrote about a very 
concerning matter: the lack of doctors who had 
any knowledge of leprosy. He had 3 clear ideas. 
Firstly, every leprosy-endemic country should 
appoint a leprosy expert as a lecturer for doctors. 
Secondly, where facilities exist, regular instruction 
courses should be held two or three times a 
year on leprosy work. And finally, those who are 
engaged in leprosy work should endeavour to 
interest other doctors. 

At this time, Frank Oldrieve, one of 
Lepra’s original founding members, was 

about to remove himself from the editorship. 
He had decided that Leprosy Review was to 
become more rigorous and a medical specialist 
was needed as editor. The first medical editor 
was the renowned Dr Cochrane and he gave the 
publication a new focus. 

With Leprosy Review now running to 50 pages, 
discussing leprosy in Manchuria and featuring 
articles from the Indian Council, he refocused 
the aims of the publication and it became truly 
international by 1931. He understood that the ‘cure’ 
for leprosy and control of the disease was indeed 
achievable through research and collaboration, but 
also recognised that the secondary harm caused 
by prejudice was as damaging as the disease itself, 
and that too would need addressing.

A leap forward to Leprosy Review 2022 and we 
can see that Dr Cochrane’s aims have remained 
consistent to this day. Although enormous 
progress has been made, with effective treatment 
now freely available, discrimination and inequality 
still exists, and continue to impede the control of 
leprosy. 

To this day, around 100 laws still exist which 
discriminate against people with leprosy. There 
remains considerable prejudice, which continues 
to impact people’s well-being, family life, 
employment, education and access to healthcare. 
This brings us back to the editor in the 1930s, how 
astonished would he have felt knowing that such 
discrimination still exists….

Leprosy Review is still widely printed but is also 
now available for free as a digital publication. Back 
issues are also available, which can be accessed 
here:

www.leprosyreview.org

The History
Of Leprosy Review
Many people are surprised 
to learn that Lepra’s 
world-renowned academic 
journal ‘Leprosy Review’, 
dates back to 1928.
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Gordon Pincott, recently shared his story with 
us, detailing how he became a regular giver 
over 30 years ago, and why he chose to 

support people affected by leprosy. 

“Thirty-three years ago I decided to fulfil a life-long 
dream, and travel to India for several months. I had 
been working for ten years but gave up my job to 
travel.

Before I left on my trip, I received some very 
good advice from a friend. I was told I would be 
shocked by the level of financial inequality in parts 
of the country and I may want to do something 
meaningful to help the most vulnerable people. 
The advice was to find an organisation that had a 
presence in the community, that would be able to 
channel my support wisely, and to the right people.    

Most evidently, people with leprosy had the highest 
level of need, and I felt that this was a cause where 
I could make the most difference. When I came 
back to England, I discovered that Lepra was the 
foremost organisation in its field working with the 
people who needed it most. I signed a direct debit 
which I am proud to say, continues to this day.

I have been back to India many times over 
the years and whilst the country has changed 
enormously, there are still a surprisingly large 
number of people who contract and suffer from 
the long-term effects of leprosy.

Over the years my direct debit has added up 
to enough to make a genuine difference to the 
people in the most need of our kindness and 
support. In many ways this reflects my original 
reason for giving, I feel it is better to channel 
donations to a single organisation, where the 
difference we can make will have the greatest 
impact.”

On behalf of the people that Lepra support, 
thank you Mr Pincott for your incredible empathy, 
kindness and generosity. With supporters like 
you, we WILL beat leprosy.

To follow in Gordon’s footsteps and become a 
monthly life changer, visit: 
www.lepra.org.uk/get-involved/regular-giving

We recently heard from a long-
term supporter of Lepra, who 
agreed to tell us about his 
supporter journey.

30 Years of 
Regular Giving

GiftAid is one of the simplest and most effective 
ways to donate more to charity.

For every £1 you donate, Lepra is able to claim 
an extra 25p back from HMRC, so long as you 
pay the basic rate of tax. 

Better still is the fact that we can claim this 
retrospectively on all the wonderful donations you 
have made over the last 4 years!

Last year, Lepra’s Gift Aid claim was in excess 
of £106,000, which highlights just how vital 
maximising this scheme is. Funding of this scale 
can cover the cost of running 3 referral centres 
for a whole year, as well as pay for 2 brand new 
health education vans which visit remote villages in 
rural areas, providing vital support to people with 
leprosy and lymphatic filariasis.

By completing a gift aid declaration today, your 
wonderful donations will go even further and 
support people like Rachna who you have read 
about in this edition of Lepra News. 

To GiftAid your donation, simply fill in a Gift Aid 
declaration form online by visiting www.lepra.org.
uk/get-involved/online-gift-aid-form, scanning the 
QR code below, or use the donation form enclosed 
with your Lepra News magazine. 

If you are eligible, please take 2 minutes today to 
fill in a Gift Aid declaration and give more without 
spending more.

For more information on claiming 
back higher rate tax please visit 
the HMRC website.

PS.If you are a higher rate taxpayer, 
you can also claim back the 
difference between the higher 
rate of tax (40%) and the basic 
rate (20%) on the total (gross) 
value of your donation to us. 

Mr Pincott is also signed up for Gift Aid, learn more about the GA scheme below...

Scan Me
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We were delighted in May to hear from one 
of our long-term supporters, Mrs Nelson, 
who’s kindness and generosity has led her 

to support Lepra for over 33 years.

Mrs Nelson explained that she has great empathy 
for people who are unnecessarily discriminated 
against, simply because of their health condition. 
Mrs Nelson explains that by supporting Lepra’s 
work, she would be able to have a significant effect 
on the quality of life for so many vulnerable people. 

Now living in Italy, Brexit has meant that Mrs 
Nelson’s savings accounts held in the UK, were 
gradually being closed. She decided that she 
wanted her surplus savings to make a real 
difference, and to be able to see the effect her 
contribution can make to real people. With the 

cost of living increasing, Mrs Nelson 
explained that she wanted to make a 

difference sooner, rather than later, 
and so decided to make a ‘living 
will’ to Lepra. Mrs Nelson said:

“There is some satisfaction to 
be had in seeing the effect 
that one’s contribution can 
make. I always remember 

the popular phrase ‘if not 
now, when’?” 

On behalf of the 
people we support, 
we want to show our 
appreciation for the 
incredible compassion 
shown by Mrs Nelson 
and Lepra’s army of 
loyal supporters, who 
chose to support the 
world’s forgotten 
people through 
leaving a gift in their 
will. 

Leaving a gift in your will is a very personal 
decision, as you have read with Mrs Nelson’s 
incredible decision to leave a living will to Lepra.

We understand that your loved ones will always 
come first, but once you have taken care of 
them a gift in your will can leave a legacy that 
lasts a lifetime, helping us get one step closer to 
beating leprosy. Your legacy will live on through 
our projects, providing diagnosis, treatment and 
ongoing support to people affected by leprosy.
Have you left a gift in your will to Lepra?  Let us 
know, we want to say thank you now, and share 
the impact you are having. 

Thinking about leaving a gift in your will to 
Lepra? Get in touch, we are happy to answer any 
questions you may have and share our legacy 
booklet with you. Call us on 01206 216700 or email 
AbiW@lepra.org.uk, we look forward to hearing 
from you.

A Legacy 
To Last a Lifetime
A gift in your will can leave a legacy that lasts a lifetime, helping 
us get one step closer to beating leprosy.

Lepra’s Income Breakdown 2021-22 
Lepra’s vital work, is only possible because of 
the kindness and generosity of our incredible 
supporters. With your help, we are able to 

provide innovative care and 
respond efficiently 

to the needs of 
the people we 

support.  
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