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“The  
physiotherapy I 

received changed 
my life and I am 
happy that I can  
still take care of  

my family.”  
Dablu Das

Leprosy affects 
millions of people 
across the world and 
if left untreated it 
causes life-changing 
disabilities. But, there 
is a cure.

Working in India, 
Bangladesh and 
Mozambique, we find, 
diagnose, treat and 
rehabilitate people 
affected by this 
disease.

India 
After experiencing pain 

and weakness in his 
foot, Dablu Das visited 

traditional healers 
who misdiagnosed his 
condition. He became 
isolated and confined 
to his home which led 

to depression. Then 
he visited our Referral 

Centre, where we 
diagnosed and provided 
multi-drug therapy and 

physiotherapy.

Bangladesh
Bizli Rani became a Community 
Champion after she was 
diagnosed with leprosy. Through 
her new role she wants to raise 
awareness about the symptoms 
of the disease and ensure more 
people seek early diagnosis 
before disability develops. So far 
she has referred more than 400 
people for a leprosy diagnosis – 
over 100 of which have now been 
diagnosed with the disease.

Mozambique 
Disabilities caused by a late leprosy diagnosis 
left Francisco struggling to walk the long 
distance to get to work. After receiving a pair 
of protective shoes and a walking stick, he 
finds it much easier to walk. He also attends 
a self-care group and now plans to set up his 
own group nearer to his home. 



A message from our 
Chair of Trustees and 
Chief Executive 

Charles Bland, 
Chair of Trustees
Leprosy has plagued mankind for thousands 
of years, wrecking lives through disability and 
isolating people with stigma. A cure was achieved 
in the 1980s which resulted in a dramatic drop in 
incidence but the numbers are now plateauing and 
in some areas they are rising.

We have an opportunity to take a further step 
on the journey towards eradicating leprosy 
with a focus on early detection and access to 
treatment. But, to be effective, this requires 
enhanced cooperation between governments, 
international and national health authorities and 
non-government organisations. 

Lepra’s highest priority is the early detection of 
leprosy so that the disease can be cured and 
disabilities avoided. We also work to support 
the livelihoods of those living with the effects of 
leprosy and we support advocacy to improve the 
lives of affected people.

We are proud of our skilled and committed staff 
and of the innovative projects which they have 
developed. Through them, we build capacity among 
health workers and in communities to develop 
sustainable and lasting defences against the effects 
of leprosy and other neglected diseases.

Geoff Prescott,  
Chief Executive 
It’s been a very encouraging year for our 
organisation and the first of our five year strategy, 
where the numbers outlined in this report 
champion early detection, disability reduction, 
health education and livelihood support. 

Leprosy is a disease which carries many 
complexities. The root cause of transmission is 
still unproven and although there is an effective 
cure available, poor health education and stigma 
prevents many from accessing the treatment they so 
desperately need.  

It’s because of this we provide a holistic approach, 
where we not only focus on the health needs of 
the individual but also external factors, such as 
raising awareness and advocacy to fight the stigma 
associated with this disease. 

Over the past year, we have seen the commencement 
of new projects to find and treat more people living 
with undiagnosed leprosy. In addition, our existing 
projects continued to make a difference to the lives of 
those with leprosy, lymphatic filariasis (LF) and other 
neglected diseases. 

I look forward to another exciting year ahead, where 
our combined efforts will continue to change lives 
and work towards making a real impact in the fight 
to beat leprosy.
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We reached  
252,000 people  

through diagnosis, 
treatment and care

252,000

We diagnosed and treated 
70,200 people with a 

neglected disease. This is an 
increase of 70% compared 

with last year  

people’s 
lives were 
changed with 
reconstructive 
surgery61

1

men underwent 
hydrocelectomies to 
reduce swelling of the 
scrotum 

people were 
reached through 
health education 
and events to 
raise awareness of 
leprosy and other 
neglected diseases 

1.3 million

1,2
20

37,500
pairs of protective sandals 

were provided to help 
prevent further disability

252,000
We helped 252,000 people 
claim disability grants and 

services from their government

138,000

We provided  
health education  
to 138,000 children  
via our schools 
programme 

14,300
We found,  
diagnosed and  
treated 14,300  
people with leprosy  
– almost five times  
as many as last year 

people with lymphatic filariasis 
(LF) were found, diagnosed  

and treated

13,300

70,200

We trained 232,000 health workers, volunteers, 
community champions, accredited social health 

activists (ASHAs), teachers and government 
health staff – that’s nine times more than last year 

We trained 43,300 
people in how to care 
for their affected body 
parts with self-care – 

that’s almost 60% more 
than last year 

43,300

232,000

School
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Our impact in the field 
We put the needs of the individual at the heart of everything we do and champion 
early detection to prevent disability, poverty and the prejudice that surrounds leprosy. 

Early detection  
and treatment 
We conduct health education to 
raise awareness of the symptoms of 
leprosy and other neglected diseases 
in communities, ranging from school 
visits and village talks, to street plays 
and films shown from our mobile health 
education vans. Last year, we reached 
more than 1.3 million people with our 
health education messages, which 
promote health seeking behaviour 
and reduce prejudice towards those 
affected by leprosy. 

We trained 232,000 health workers, 
volunteers, community champions, 
accredited social health activists (ASHAs), 
teachers and government health staff 
to spot the signs of leprosy and other 
neglected diseases. This knowledge helps 
to ensure that more people are treated 
earlier and fewer people are misdiagnosed.

Active case detection helps us to find 
people living with undiagnosed leprosy by 
screening households and communities 
to ensure that treatment is sought early 
to help avoid disabilities developing. Over 
the last year, we found, diagnosed and 
treated 27,600 new cases of people with 
leprosy or lymphatic filariasis (LF).

Shaping global  
strategies 

Last year, we played an important 
role in shaping the new WHO 

Global Leprosy Strategy which 
places great emphasis on 

detection before disability, 
especially among  

children. 

A health education 
session led by a 
Lepra staff member

Disability management 
We work to improve the lives of those 
living with disabilities as a result of 
leprosy or LF by reducing discomfort 
and the physical burden, which often 
attracts stigma and restricts people’s 
livelihood opportunities.

Over the past year, we have helped 
more than a quarter of a million people 
affected by leprosy and other neglected 
diseases, by providing them with 
treatment and disability services. 

We worked to improve the overall health 
and mobility of our beneficiaries and trained 
43,300 people to care for their disabilities 
to reduce swelling and infection through our 
self-care groups. We issued 37,500 pairs of 
sandals, which help to prevent ulcers and 
protect the feet of people living with the 
effects of leprosy and LF. 

We also changed the lives of 611 people 
through reconstructive surgery, giving 
them back their ability to move their 
hands and feet again, or prevent blindness.

Reducing poverty  
and prejudice 
We improved the lives of 252,000 
people by helping them to access 
government grants and services. 

Our self-help groups provide people with 
vocational training and information about 
how to obtain government grants and 
services to reduce poverty caused by 
disease. Money can also be lent within
the group to help assist with retaining a 
livelihood. Not only do the groups help 

 
combat feelings of loneliness and isolation, 
but they also provide an opportunity for 
people, who would otherwise be shunned 
by society, to work together and claim 
basic rights and entitlements. Last year, 
29,200 people took part in meetings to 
advocate for their rights.

One of our beneficiaries 
receiving protective footwear A self-help group meeting
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Success in restoring lives 
The first year of our Restoring Lives Strategy brought an increased focus on early 
detection. This has seen a 70% increase in the number of people we diagnosed with a 
neglected disease and provided with access to treatment, compared to last year. 

We have continued to work across 
the states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Jharkand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and 
Telangana from our 26 referral centres 
and through community outreach 
activities.

Across these locations, we reached 
190,000 people with health information, 
education and communication activities 
focused on leprosy and LF. We issued 
13,500 people with multi drug therapy 
(MDT) treatment for leprosy. We also 
provided 37,200 people with counselling, 
disability care, reconstructive surgery 
and other treatments for leprosy 
complications such as neuritis and 
reactions to the prescribed drugs. 40,600 
people were trained in self-care and 
5,800 people accessed government 
schemes and livelihood support. 

Through pioneering enhanced active 
case finding methods in Bihar, we found 
three times as many people living with 
undiagnosed leprosy than the Indian 
Government. We screened a total of 
85,500 people and diagnosed and 
treated 321 cases of leprosy. These 
enhanced methods, which expand our 
case finding area, helped us find not 
only more cases, but greater numbers 
of women and children compared to 
previous searches.

A closer look…

Our primary areas of focus in Bangladesh 
are the north-western districts of Bogra, 
Sirajgonj, Natore and Pabna. However, 
with the new three-year phase of our 
Health System Strengthening project, we 
have been able to extend our services to 
the districts of Dinajpur, Lalmonirhat and 
Kurigram and the eastern districts of Sylhet, 
Maulvibazar, Habiganj and Sunamganj. 

In total, we diagnosed 575 people with 
leprosy and provided them with MDT 
treatment. We also diagnosed and provided 
support to 6,270 people living with LF.

For the first time, Community Clinics 
were included in our leprosy control 
programme and 1,170 Community Health 
Care Providers received training on signs 
and symptoms of leprosy. 

We trained 3,070 community champions, 
traditional village doctors and pharmacists 
on how to recognise the symptoms of 
leprosy and LF. Our community champions 
met over 50,000 people and screened them 
for neglected diseases, finding 20% of the 
leprosy cases diagnosed in our Reaching 
the Unreached project during the year. 

We also provided emergency relief to 220 of 
our beneficiaries and their families by issuing 
livestock and materials to rebuild their homes 
after being affected by the floods. 

India Bangladesh

TELANGANA

We have continued to share our 
combined approach expertise with 
our implementing partner Netherlands 
Leprosy Relief, to help find and treat 
those living with the effects of leprosy 
or LF in the Zambezia Province of 
Mozambique.

Over the past year, 4,500 people 
were reached directly with health and 
development interventions – exceeding 
last year’s number by three times. 
We trained 400 community health 
workers, volunteers, traditional healers 
and government health staff about the 
symptoms of leprosy and LF. We also 
reached 3,500 people in communities to 
raise further awareness of leprosy and 
LF in order to help people recognise 
symptoms and access treatment. 

A total of 1,080 people affected by 
leprosy or LF were provided with 
self–care training and 150 people were 
empowered to join ADEMO – the national 
disabled people’s organisation to claim 
disability rights. 

Mozambique

ZAMBEZIA 
PROVINCE 

MAULVIBAZAR

HABIGANJ

SUNAMGANJ

NATOR

PABNA

STRAJGANJ

BOGRA

LALMONIRHA

SYLHET

KURIGRAM

DINAJPUR
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Our supporters 
Over the past year, we’ve received £2.7 million from individual 
donors. This continued support is vital as it enables us to 
change lives and continue in our fight to beat leprosy.  

Our dedicated supporters have taken part in many different 
fundraising activities from climbing mountains and sporting 
events to hosting tea parties and concerts. Together a total 
of £756,579 has been raised through community fundraising 
activities, with £687,181 coming from the support of school 
students alone! 

This year, our Community Fundraisers throughout the UK gave 449 
talks to schools and other community groups. This meant we were 
able to reach 90,000 children with information about leprosy. 

If you’d like Lepra to visit your school or organisation, to  
give a talk, please get in touch.

Where your money goes

Where our income came from 
Total income £5,001,352 

 Public support  £2,726,988
 Trusts and business £233,842
 Statutory grants and charitable acts £1,976,015
 Sales, investments and other £64,507

Corporate partnerships
Pavers Shoes has continued 
to fund one of our mobile 
shoe vans that travels 
across the Indian state of 
Bihar to deliver protective 
footwear to people affected 
by leprosy and lymphatic 
filariasis.

Haddenham Healthcare 
has provided life-changing 
compression garments to 
people living with LF. These 
garments reduce the swelling 
that is caused by the disease, 
helping to improve people’s 
mobility and well-being.

We are pleased to be 
Asian Wealth Magazine’s 
charity partner for the 
third year in a row! A S I A N  W E A L T H

M A G A Z I N E

Did you know?
86p in every £1 directly funds our projects. 

The remaining 14p helps us to bring in  
the next £1.

The financial information has been audited and will be presented 
to Trustees in September 2017.

Students from Austin 
Friars Primary School on 
top of Skiddaw mountain

How our income was spent 
Total expenditure £5,407,612

 Charitable expenditure: projects,  
 programmes, research, education, etc. £4,669,456

 Fundraising £738,156
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What does  
this mean?
This is the first year of this project, 
which will run until 2019 and already we 
are seeing a significant improvement in 
people’s health and livelihoods. We have 
reduced the number of working days lost 
from an average of 6 days to 3 days for 
people affected by leprosy and 5 days 
to 4 days for people affected by LF. This 
will vastly contribute to reducing poverty 
and increasing the quality of life of our 
beneficiaries.

What we have achieved so far 
• We’ve trained 68 female community champions to 

provide diagnostic services  

• 23,100 people have been screened and out of the 
possible cases 6,270 have been diagnosed with leprosy 
or LF

• 1,730 village doctors, pharmacists and medicine 
shopkeepers can now recognise early signs and 
symptoms of leprosy and LF and refer potential cases 
for diagnosis

• 1,560 people affected by leprosy and LF have 
participated in self-care training, 28 self-care practice 
groups have been set up and 885 people have 
received protective footwear

• 650 people have joined in with group sessions to 
improve their knowledge of disease and discuss their 
basic health and welfare rights

• All activities have contributed to poverty reduction, 
increasing our beneficiaries’ yearly income by 13% for 
people affected by leprosy and 6% for people living 
with LF

“I couldn’t even 
imagine that one day I 

would be free from ulcers. 
But it’s true, now I am fully 

cured! I know how to take care of 
my wounds and where I can get my 
medicine from. I can perform my 

daily chores wearing my protective 
footwear which protects my feet 

from being infected again.”  
Sajeran aged 60 from the  

Kurigram District 

Project focus:  
Reaching the Unreached
Gender inequality often means women affected 
by neglected diseases experience barriers when 
seeking treatment. This often prevents them 
from taking control of their own health. It’s 
because of this many do not seek treatment in 
the early stages of leprosy and LF and develop 
life-changing disabilities as a result. 

Disability in Bangladesh is 14% higher among those who are living below 
the poverty line and people living with disabilities have a significantly 
lower employment rate. 

Our Reaching the Unreached project has been implemented in the Bogra, 
Natore, Pabna, Sirajgonj, Dinajpur, Lalmonirhat and Kurigram Districts 
of Bangladesh. The project is being funded by UK Aid Direct, trusts and 
public donations and supported by our two partners, Dhanjuri Leprosy 
Centre and RDRS Bangladesh. 

The project supports women and other marginalised groups affected by
leprosy and LF -  breaking down barriers to help reduce transmission and
disability through providing early case detection and increased access to
quality health services.
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Our Patron 
Her Majesty The Queen 

Vice President 
The Duke of Gloucester KG 
GCVO

Trustees
Charles Bland 
Professor Michael Adler CBE 
Nina Amin MBE
Anna Anderson
Katie Bigmore 
Julian Briant
Professor Rod Hay
Professor Diana Lockwood
Michael McGrath
Liz Ollier
Sri Sharma
Neil Thapar

Our Ambassadors 
Fiona Duby OBE
Victoria Hislop
Mr Rajeev Sharma

Our partners
Association Italy Raoul Follereau
BRAC
Dhanjuri Leprosy Centre
effect: hope
Haddenham Healthcare Ltd. 
National Leprosy Elimination 
Programme Bangladesh 
National Leprosy Elimination
Programme India
Netherlands Leprosy Relief
Pavers Shoes
RDRS Bangladesh
Sightsavers
The Leprosy Mission Ireland
WaterAid

And our many donors, trusts and 
foundations who have enabled 
us to transform more lives, 
including:
Akzo Nobel
Allan & Nesta Ferguson 
Charitable Settlement
American Leprosy Missions
Ann Jane Green Trust
Anson Charitable Trust
Arimathea Charitable Trust

The Arthur & Audrey Silkin 
Charitable Trust
Austin Bailey Foundation
The Bartlett Taylor Charitable Trust
Belpech Trust
The Benham Charitable Settlement
Big Lottery Fund
The Bryan Guinness  
Charitable Trust
The Cadogan Charity
Caritas India
Caroline Agnes Joan Hervey Trust
The Cauda Trust
Charities Trust
Council of Scientific &  
Industrial Research 
The D M Charitable Trust
Deutsche Lepra-und 
Tuberkulosehilfe e.V (DAHW)
Damien Foundation Belgium
The Dandy Charitable Trust
The De Crespigny Charitable Trust
Department of Bio Technology
Department of Science  
and Technology
District Blindness Control  
Society - Odisha
District TB Control Society  
– Five districts
E Dennis Armstrong Charitable Trust
Eleanor Rathbone Charitable Trust
FAIRMED 
Fontilles
The Fulmer Charitable Trust
Gengulphus Fund
Global Fund to fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria
Miss Hanson’s Charitable Trust
Hinduja Foundation 
The Huggard Charitable Trust
IADHO (Indo American 
Development and Health 
Organisation)
India HIV AIDS Alliance
Indian Council for Medical Research
International HIV/ AIDS Alliance 
The Ingram Trust
Jal Seva Charitable Foundation
The Joseph & Mary Hiley 
Charitable Trust
The Kirby Laing Foundation
The Leprosy Mission International
Lorimer Trust
The Madeline Mabey Trust

Mary McAdam Trust
MCH Charity Trust
The Michael & Anna Wix 
Charitable Trust
Musgrave Charitable Trust Ltd
The N Smith Charitable Settlement
The Nancy Ware Trust
Nini Isabel Stewart Trust
The Nordev Trust
Norman Montgomery Trust
Oakdale Trust
Oracle 
The Order of Saint Lazarus  
Of Jerusalem
The Pennycress Trust
The Persula Foundation
Peter Stebbings Memorial Charity
The Privy Purse Charitable Trust
R & R Millar Charitable Trust
The Rest-Harrow Trust
The Rhododendron Trust
Rising Star Outreach of India
The Ronald Tait Trust
The Saint Lazarus Charitable Trust
Sasakawa Memorial  
Health Foundation
Secours aux Lépreux – Leprosy 
Relief Canada 
Simon’s Charity
Souter Charitable Trust
State AIDS Control Society - 
Odisha and Telangana 
State TB Control Society - 
Government of Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana
The Swire Charitable Trust
Tanner Trust
Thomas Lilley Memorial Trust
The Thomas Sivewright Catto 
Charitable Settlement
The Traynor Foundation
The Tregelles Trust
Udimore Charitable Trust
UK Aid Direct
UNICEF
University of Texas 
Vivekananda Mission Ashram
The Westwood Charitable Trust
The White Family Charitable Trust
World Vision
The Wyndham Charitable Trust
The Volant Trust

Lepra, 28 Middleborough, Colchester, CO1 1TG   Tel. +44(0)1206 216700   lepra@lepra.org.uk   www.lepra.org.uk
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen Registered Charity Number 213251 (England and Wales) SCO39715 (Scotland)
Lepra is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Registered Number 324748

We’d also like to thank...

We would like to thank everybody for their 
support this year, which is helping to change 
the lives of those affected by leprosy and 
other neglected diseases. 


