
 

Lepra ambassador, Tom Barton, continues lockdown marathon streak with Fleet 

Marathon on 30th July! 

Lepra ambassador and Hampshire local, Tom Barton, is taking part in the 1000km Great 

Virtual Race Across Tennessee which has seen him complete a staggering 636 miles between 

May and August. He aims to complete this in July, averaging about 7 miles a day or 50 miles 

a week.  

Tom became an official ambassador for Lepra, a Colchester based international leprosy 

charity, in 2019, supporting us through various challenge events over the years. His passion 

for supporting Lepra began at a young age, with his father Rex acting as a keen supporter 

over the years.  

Tom says: “Lepra sponsored my dad's research trips to India in the 1970s and I was 

fortunate enough to go to Victoria Hospital in Central India with him a decade later on a 

follow-up visit. Seeing first-hand the devastation that this disease can cause, as well as the 

stigma and prejudice directed against people who already live under difficult circumstances, 

has inspired me to continue to raise awareness that Leprosy is still very much an active 

disease.” 

With the postponement of the London Marathon until October, Tom had to get creative 

with his summer running activities and settled on the Tennessee race in the hopes of raising 

funds for leprosy.  

For the final leg, and to celebrate this truly awe-inspiring achievement, Tom is running a 

marathon on Thursday July 30th in aid of Lepra. 

This will be Tom’s twelfth marathon for Lepra, an incredible achievement for the father of 

two.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENDS  

For more information, please contact:  

Eleanor Brennan – Communications and Marketing Lead 

EleanorB@lepra.org.uk -  

Notes for Editors 

About Lepra and leprosy 

Lepra is a UK-based international specialist charity that has been working to beat leprosy 

since 1924. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II became Patron of Lepra in 1952, shortly after the 

death of her father King George VI, who had been Lepra’s Patron since the charity was 

founded in 1924. 

Leprosy affects over 7 million of the most vulnerable people in the world, causing life-

changing disabilities and attracting terrible prejudice and discrimination. But there is a cure. 

Lepra works to beat leprosy in India, Bangladesh and Mozambique by finding, diagnosing 

and treating people affected by the disease. By raising awareness, pushing for early 

detection and supporting people living with disabilities caused by leprosy, Lepra works 

towards a day when this disease no longer destroys lives. 

Last year, the charity reached 301,000 people through diagnosis, treatment and care. It 

reached a further 1.7 million people through health education and events to raise 

awareness of leprosy and other neglected diseases.  

Find out more about Lepra on its website and social media channels: 

Website: www.lepra.org.uk  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/LepraUK 

Facebook: https://https://www.facebook.com/LEPRAUK/ 

You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/user/LEPRAHinA  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/LepraUK/   

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/lepra/  
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